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Inland Tree Conference

Thursday, January 5th, 2023

8:00 am |   Registration & Breakfast

8:15 am |   Opening Ceremony: Vicki Carter, Director, Spokane Conservation District

8:30 am |   The Three Sisters: Coming threats to the Pacific Northwest.
Dr. John Ball, SDSU Extension Forestry Specialist & South Dakota
Department of Agriculture Forest Health Specialist
(WA Pesticide CEUs & ISA CEUs granted)
This presentation covers the key new threats to trees, emerald ash borer, pine wilt, and
spotted lanternfly.  With the impending arrival of each, this will be a great session to
review the threats, biology, and management.

Speaker Bio: John supports the citizens of South Dakota in his role as Professor, SDSU
Extension Forestry Specialist, and South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural
Resources Forest Health Specialist at the South Dakota State University campus in
Brookings.

9:35 am | Common Insect and Disease Issues in Inland Northwest Rural and
Urban Forests.
Tom Eckberg, Forest Health Program Manager IDL
(WA Pesticide CEUs & ISA CEUs granted)
This presentation will discuss the most common forest health issues in the Inland
Northwest.  Bark beetles, wood borers, defoliators, sucking insects, and even spider
mites can be common in this area.  Bark beetles such as western pine beetle, Douglas-fir
beetle, and pine engraver are very common in the woods and can also occur in urban
landscapes, especially in the Wildland Urban Interface.  Forest diseases such as root
diseases and foliar diseases will also be discussed.

Speaker Bio: Tom has lived in northern Idaho since 2002 and has worked for the Idaho
Department of Lands as an entomologist since December 2007, coordinating insect
surveys and providing technical assistance and training to the forest landowners and
managers statewide.  Prior to working for IDL, Tom worked as a biological technician with
the US Forest Service- Forest Health Protection in Coeur d'Alene.

10:40 am | First Aid for Loggers & Arborists.
Dr. John Ball
(WA & ID ISA CEU’s granted)
This presentation covers first-aid in the field, with special emphasis placed on accidents
that can occur when chainsaws, chippers, and tree work is concerned.

11:45 am | Lunch & Vendor Fair



1:20 pm | Hazards to Habitat: Looking to reduce wildfire risk on your property,
while retaining functional habitat for wildlife species.
Ken Bevis, Washington DNR
(ISA CEUs granted)
This presentation will teach you how to reduce wildfire risk on your property while
retaining functional habitats for wildlife species.

Speaker Bio: Ken spends his time teaching landowners across the state how to best
create wildlife habitats in their forests, and entertaining people with his songs.

2:30 pm |   First Breakout Session

A) Crane-Assisted Tree Removal.
Devon Braithwaite, Grace Tree Service
(ISA CEUs granted)
Crane-assisted tree removal is a highly skilled and dangerous portion of our job and is
often self-taught. When it comes to the use of a crane for tree removal, knowledge and
training is lacking and difficult to find. This class will provide a high-level overview for all
involved in the removal process, including groundsmen, climbers, and estimators to help
create a safety-first mindset on the job site.

Speaker Bio: Devon is a certified arborist currently working for Grace Tree Service in the
Coeur d’Alene/Spokane area. Over the last 15 years, he has worked as a groundsman,
climber, foreman, selling arborist, and operations manager. The first 11 of those 15 years
were spent climbing and honing his skills as a climber specialist. He has held an arborist
certification for 7 years and has recently become Tree Risk Assessment Qualified.
Currently, he is working to obtain a CTSP qualification, as well as his BCMA. Devon is a
family man who enjoys spending time with his wife and children and loves to take
advantage of many outdoor recreation activities our area has to offer.

B) DNR Wildfire Management.
Guy Gifford, Washington DNR
(ISA CEUs granted)
Opportunity for contractors and landowners to learn about DNR cost-share programs.
How the program works and financial assistance that is provided to landowners to reduce
the intensity of Wildfire and increase the health of their Forest. Firewise USA sites will
also be covered for the purpose of the program.

Speaker Bio: I started my wildland fire fighting career on a 20-person crew in 1984 for the
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  In 1991 I started my
Forestry career in the Spokane area for the DNR and I have worked in this area in
numerous Forestry positions since then. Currently, I am the Firewise coordinator for the
Northeast region which covers 6 counties in addition to being the region Firewise
coordinator I am also a Land Owner Assistance Forester (LOAF) in Spokane County.



3:45 pm |   Second Breakout Session

A) Resilient Trees for the Inland Northwest.
Tim Kohlhauff, WSU Extension
(ISA CEU’s granted)
Resilient trees for the inland northwest must stand up to dry summers and winter cold
and the typical stresses of urban planting sites. Weather in the area has become less
predictable, so this class will also incorporate research on wind-resistant species and
trees able to handle predicted hotter summer temperatures.

Speaker Bio: Tim Kohlhauff is the urban horticulture program coordinator for Washington
State University’s Spokane County extension office.  He assists with plant problem
diagnosis and has led the local Master Gardener volunteer program since 2012.  He is an
adjunct instructor at Spokane Community College where he has taught Arboriculture,
Advanced Arboriculture, and Plant Problem Diagnosis, classes. For 10 years, Tim was
the arborist at the Spokane Country Club, now Kalispell Golf & Country Club.  He has
been an ISA-certified arborist since 2004.

B) Landowner Panel: Discussing wildfire threats, timber sales, insect,
disease issues, climate change, and invasive species.
Moderated by: Andy Perleberg, Professor, WSU Regional Extension
Specialist, and Forestry Team Leader
(ISA CEU’s granted)



Inland Tree Conference

Friday, January 6th, 2023

8:00 am |   Registration & Breakfast

8:30 am |   The Forest and the Trees: Early Accounts of Interior Woodlands.
Jack Nesbit, Historian, Author
(ISA CEUs granted)
After extensive journeys through the upper Columbia drainage, fur agent David
Thompson first experienced Spokane Country pine parklands in the summer of 1811.
Natural David Douglas appeared 15 years later with knowledge of eastern hardwoods
and coastal rainforests.   John Leiberg, well aware of both of these observers, carried out
forest surveys across the immediate vicinity at the end of the nineteenth century.  Join us
to discover, through field journals and period artwork, how tribal forest management
played into these three early visitors' perceptions and how our view of the landscape has
changed over the past two centuries.

Speaker Bio: Spokane-based writer Jack Nisbet is the author of several collections of
essays that explore the human and natural history of the Northwest, including Purple Flat
Top, Visible Bones, and Ancient Places.  Nisbet has also written award-winning
biographies of fur agent David Thompson and Naturalist David Douglas.  Nisbet's most
recent project, The Dreamer and the Doctor trace the unlikely adventures of John and
Carrie Leiberg Between 1895 - 1903, John Leiberg carried out landmark National Forest
Reserve surveys in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and Montana.

9:45 am | Third Breakout Session

A) Emerald Ash Borer and Idahos Response
Matt Perkins, Idaho Department of Lands
(WA Pesticide CEUs & ISA CEUs granted)
There is nothing "new" about the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) until this year the closest the
pest was documented was Colorado.  EAB has now been discovered in Oregon.  Matt
will talk about how Idaho is now virtually surrounded by the impending threat of EAB in
the urban forest and how Idaho is making plans to deal with the destructive pest.

Speaker Bio: Matt graduated from the Horticulture Program at Boise State University in
2001 and became an ISA Certified Arborist the same year.  He later returned to the
program to teach as an adjunct instructor for 5 years, was a Nursery Specialist and
Urban Forestry Specialist-Inspector for the City of Boise, and was the City Arborist for
Meridian Idaho before his current position, Urban and Community Forestry Program
Manager for the Idaho Department of Lands.

B) Storytelling Workshop for Arborists and Foresters.
Dan Connelly, Retired Teacher
(ISA CEUs granted)
Honoring the men and women who live and work with trees by encouraging them to tell
their stories.  The workshop will nurture your stories for generations to come and your
forest legacy will not be forgotten.



Speaker Bio: Dan Conley has lived all his life in the forests of North East Washington.
The elders on the mountain taught him the joy of storytelling at a young age.  He has
presented numerous storytelling workshops in the United States and Canada, his
greatest teachers have been children, the forest, and his wife Diane.

11:00 am | Cordless Electric Chainsaws Operation and Maintenance.
Dr. John Ball
(ISA CEUs granted)
Since California is banning the sale of smaller gas-powered chain saws, our future is
electric. This presentation covers the safe operation of a cordless battery-powered chain
saw, some unique safety requirements, and their performance.

12:00 am | Lunch & Vendor Fair

1:15 pm |   Fourth Breakout Session

A) WA DNR Expanding Urban Forestry Program
Daria Gostyla, DNR
(ISA CEUs granted)
In 2021 an updated version of the Evergreen Communities Act (ECA) was signed into
Washington State law, providing $2.68 million in state funding per biennium for urban
forestry in Washington. This presentation will chronicle the story of the ECA and discuss
the quickly expanding Washington State Urban and Community Forestry
Program—dialing in on key priorities tied to “tree equity” and environmental health
disparities, and how the state program can assist arborists and communities.

Speaker Bio: Daria is an ISA Certified Arborist and the Urban Forest Inventory Specialist
for the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Daria helps to
implement the state’s Urban and Community Forestry Program, which provides technical,
educational, and financial assistance to communities throughout Washington. Prior to
joining DNR, Daria worked as an urban forester at an environmental non-profit, Friends of
Grand Rapids Parks, and the City of Grand Rapids, MI. Her work experiences have been
oriented around empowering communities and residents to actively manage the trees in
their local parks, tree lawns, and own backyards.

B) Avista's Wildfire and Vegetation Management Programs
Ben Kappen & Matt Ugaldea, Avista
(ISA CEUs granted)
Summary of key initiatives of Avista's wildfire resiliency plan including strategies and
mitigation efforts.

Matt Ugaldea Bio: Matt Ugaldea has been practicing forestry for over 20 years. His
career started in 1998 working in the forests of Western Montana for a small logging
company. In 2000 he graduated from the University of Montana with a Bachelor of
Science degree from the School of Forestry where he obtained a Forestry degree with an
emphasis on resource conservation and forest soils. Shortly after obtaining his degree,
Matt went to work for the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
During this time, he worked in the forests of Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille,
Spokane, and Lincoln counties. Matt has diverse experience in timber management,
wildland fire fighting, small landowner assistance, silviculture, and forest policy. In 2018,



Matt left the DNR to pursue a career with Avista Utilities, where he currently acts as the
wildfire program specialist and is actively engaged in utility arboriculture and wildfire
resilience.

Ben Kappen Bio: Ben Kappen worked as a commercial arborist in Inland Northwest for
over 20 years prior to joining Avista in 2020. He has extensive experience both in the
field and in management, has an Associate's degree in Arboriculture and Urban Forestry,
and has taught courses as an adjunct instructor for Spokane Community College's
Arboriculture program. He is an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist and Utility Specialist
and is Tree Risk Assessment Qualified. He currently works as the Vegetation Program
Administrator for Avista.

2:30 pm |   Tree Worker Safety
Dr. John Ball
(ISA CEUs granted)
This presentation covers the key safety requirements for performing tree operations, i.e.
felling, chain saw operation, pruning, chipping, etc. Whether a landowner working in their
woods or an arborist pruning trees at a residence.

3:30 pm |   Networking Happy Hour
Please join us for light refreshments, a cash bar, and the opportunity to share what you
have learned with fellow conference attendees.
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